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but no motion of the camera seems likely to explain the many 
details in these ribbon photographs of natural lightning. On 

be present at the ceremony will undoubtedly witness one of 
the most beautiful scenes of this century of centennials. 

___ ---- 
A MEMORIAL TO VOLTA. 

The study of electricity begins with the discoveries of Gal- 
vani and Volta, especially the invention of the dry pile hy 
the latter. The electricians of Italy announce that they have 
organized a committee, with a central ofice in Milan, to or- 
ganize an  international electrical exposition, to he held at 
Como, on Lake Como, i n  May, 1899, to which they iiivite the 
cooperation of telegraphers and electricians throughout the 
world. It is proposed to deposit a bronze crown a t  the foot 
of the statue of Volta that his native town long since erected 
to the celebrated electrician. A more delicate tribute could 
scarcely be imagined, and the Americans who may be able to 

ters little to him where i t  comes from. He has to take it as 
he finds i t  over California, and then decide whether i t  is ris- 
ing and cooling to form cloud and rain, or whether it is de- 
scending and likely to stay unprecipitated. The important 
features of the weather of California depend principally upon 
whether its winds are descending and being pushed outward 
from a hl'gh and dry area to the northeastward, or whether 
they are aecending and coming from moister air to the north- 
westward. I t  is the air supplied from the high pressure area 
on the southwest between California and Hawaii that  gives 
the former her long continued epells of dry, clear weather. 
The length of these spells niay depend, in a general way, 
upon atmospheric conditions; not on the condition of the 
ocean. 

METEOROLOGICAL TABLES AND CFURTS. 
By A. J. HENRY, Chief of Dlvlsion of Records and Meteorological Data. 

Table I gives. for about 130 Weather Bureau stations I of all the dailv maxima and minima. or other readings. as in- U I  - .  
making two ol)servatio11s daily and for al)out 20 ot11ers ~ dicated by the*numeral following thehameof the station; the 
making only one observation, the data ordinarily neecled for i total mollthly precipitation, and the total depth in inches of any snow that may have fallen. When the spaces in the 

snow colunin are left blank i t  indicates that  no snow has climatological studies, viz, the monthly mean presstire, the ~ 

monthly means and extrelves of tenlperature, the average con- I fallen, but  whell i t  is possi\i]e that there may have been 
ditions as to moisture, cloudiness, movement of the wind, and ~ snow of which no record has been made, that  fact is indi- 
the departures from normals in the cnse of pressure, tempera- cated by leaders, thus ( .  . . 
ture, and precipitation, the total depth of snowfall, and the 'I1 gives, for 30 stations furnished by the 

Canadian Rleteorological Service, Prof. R. F. Stupart, director, 
mean wet-bul b temperatures. The altitudes of the instru- 1 the means of Dres811re and temperature. total nreciDitation 
ments above ground are also given. 

Table I1 gives, for about 2,700 stat.ions occupied by volun- 
tary observers, the highest maximum and the lowest minimum 
temperatures, the mean temperature deduced from the average 

and depth of inowfall, and the-respective d e p k u r e s  from 
normal values, except in  the cnse of snowfall. 

Table IV gives, for 26 stations selected out of 113 that  main- 
tain continuous records, the mean hourly temperatures de- 


